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Teaching Hakka Language in
Kindergarten in Pingtung County

Ya-Ling Chen’
Abstract

To preserve Hakka language, the Pingtung County government has experimented the
immersion program of Hakka language in preschools. This study presents the
implementation of this immersion program and teachers's reactions to it. By taking in-
depth interview of 19 teachers participating in the Hakka language immersion program,
the authors analyze and classify their views as follows: they agreed (a) that there is a
significant lack of quality teachers and teaching resources; (b) that there is a difference
of the backgrounds influencing children's language; (c) that the acquired language is
limited, insufficient to schooling; (d) that parents view language as pure instrument; (e)
that there is a the lack of Hakka language maintaining awareness in the community, and
(f) that there is no systematic support policy. In the final section following uggestions
are made: (a) professional and systematic teacher training; (b) multiple and realistic
teaching material; (c) implementation of Hakka immersion program in a wider range; (d)
enhancing Hakka cultural learning; (e) school-motivated parents' involvement; and (f)

working on community development.
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