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The Challenge and Influence of Implementing First Grade Hakka Language Immersion
Program

English Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the challenge and influence of
implementing the first grade Hakka language immersion program. The main
research questions included: (1) what were the challenges f implementing the first
grade Hakka language immersion program? (2) What were the influences of the first
grade Hakka language immersion program on children’s Hakka language listening
and speaking ability? (3) What were the influences of the first grade Hakka language
immersion program on children’s scores of non-Hakka language academic subjects?
(4) What were immersion parents’ attitudes toward the implementations of Hakka
immersion program?  The main research subject was one experimental first grade
Hakka immersion class in Pingtung. Data collection methods included participating
observation, semi-structured interview, Hakka listening and speaking test, and the
scores of non-Hakka academic subjects.

Research results show: (1) challenges of implementing the first grade Hakka
language immersion include: removing few parents’ doubts, guiding introversive and
non-Hakka children, developing children’s motivation and habit of speaking Hakka
language, needing ongoing support of administration and mentoring mechanism; (2)
the immersion program has a positive influence on promoting children’s Hakka
listening and speaking abilities; (3) the immersion program has no significant
negative influences on children’s non-Hakka academic scores (i.e., Chinese literacy ,
mathematics, and life scores). (4) immersion parents hold very positive attitudes
toward the implementation of Hakka immersion program. Finally, the research
suggests that the first grade Hakka immersion program should proceed. Meanwhile,
immersion teachers need to expand children’s multiple aspects of Hakka language
competences, develop strategies for guiding non-Hakka and special need children, and
enhance children’s motivation of speaking Hakka language.

Key words: First grade, Hakka language immersion program, heritage language
teaching, Hakka language teaching, Hakka listening and speaking abilities
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